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brothers collecting booty. They thought that
they had finally defeated the pagans.
Therefore, they left their positions and shared
in collecting booty. The pagan horsemen found
it a good chance to attack the Muslim army
from behind. The victory turned into a heavy
loss for the Muslims as a result of the act of the
archers.

The Trench Battle

As the pagans won the battle of Uhud, they
were filled with arrogance. They thought that
the Muslims could not withstand another
battle. They convinced other Arab tribes to
help them in destroying Islam. The Jews, on
the other hand, found it a good chance to get rid
of the Muslims although they had already
made agreements with the Muslims to support
them in their struggle against idolatry.

The Quraish and their allies gathered an
army of ten thousand fighters and headed to
Al-Madinah to put an end to Islam and destroy
the new Islamic State. They agreed with the
Jews to attack the Muslims from all sides.
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M The Muslims received news of the huge - = & -
et pagan army. The Prophet % discussed the 7+ =

... situation with his Companions. Some of them

~ 0 1 suggested that they should fight an open battle =~

while others thought it would be better to keep O <
inside Al-Madinah and defend the city against ¥

the aggressors. The Prophet 4z was not satisfied 3 X
with either of these suggestions. A Muslim NEX
from Persia, named Salman Al-Farisi, told the

Prophet # that the best solution was to dig a

wide trench at the weak points of the city and

deploy the Muslim army at the inner side of the

trench so as to defend the city against any
trespassers. He told the Prophet 4 and his
Companions that his people in Persia used to

do so when they were attacked by huge armies.

The Prophet # found it a good idea. He

instructed his Companions to immediately

start digging the trench.

Khabbab did all he could to help his fellow
Muslims in completing the trench before the
arrival of the pagan army. He saw the Prophet
4 moving soil and stones on his shoulder and
encouraging the Muslims to work hard.
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AT Upon the arrival of the pagan army, gy \e

LA Khabbab < and his fellow Muslims stood on  « 7 &
e the other side of the trench daring anyone of the '
| pagans to cross over. The siege continued for
SONEE R about one month. The pagans with their huge
army were trying their best to cross over the
trench and the Jews were waiting for the
chance to see the Muslims surrender to have
)% them as an easy prey. However, Khabbab
' and the other Muslims kept steadfast in the face
of this huge dilemma. Finally, the pagans
withdrew their army and went back to Makkah
with humiliation. As for the treacherous Jews,
the Prophet % and his Companions overcame
them and killed their men and took their
women and children as slaves. This was a

punishment, which they well deserved.

The Devoted Muslim

Afterwards, Khabbab «: took part in all
battles fought in defense of Islam. He shared
with the Prophet # and his fellow Muslims in
conquering Makkah and putting an end to
idolatry in the Arabian Peninsula. He also joined
the Prophet # in the Farewell Pilgrimage and
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listened carefully to the last commandments
given by the Prophet #2at Mina.

The Prophet # and his Companions
returned to Al-Madinah after completing the
pilgrimage. The Prophet % passed away and
left the Muslims to continue their struggle to
spread the light of Islam all over the world.
Khabbab « fought the apostates who rebelled
against the Muslims and brought them back to
Islam. He also continued his efforts to spread
the light of Islam under the rule of Abu Bakr,
‘Umar and ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan #.

www.islamicbulletin.com

R



| l,

~¢‘-=~ ‘11"

y g, v WL
) O L

)"\

those who tried to seize power. As time went
on, old age made him ill. He stayed in his house
remembering the days when he shared in the
building of the Islamic State. He looked
forward to the next life, where he longed to be
with the Prophet iz and his Companions.

A group of his friends visited him while he was
dying on his bed. They told him that his dream to
meet the Prophet % and his Companions would at
last come true. Khabbab £ cried, not because he
was afraid to die, but because he was afraid that
he might not be with the Prophet # and his
Companions in the Hereafter.

Khabbab < died but he left behind an
excellent example of sacrifice and self-denial
for the coming generations of Muslims to
follow. Once “Ali bin Abi Talib <, the fourth
Caliph of Islam, said:

“May Allah bestow his mercy on
Khabbab. He willingly embraced Islam,
voluntarily migrated and lived like a
martyr. For sure, he will not be a loser
with Allah.”

www.islamicbulletin.com

}ﬂ;f &
,'-'6 6“"@ 9'-'

,'9

"
N
X .
1

S B s PSR E e





