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Preface
In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

All praise and thanks are due to Allah, the Lord of
the Worlds, and peace and blessings be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his kith and kin, his Companions and all
those who follow in their footsteps until the Day of
Judgment. Whosoever Allah guides will never be led
astray, and whosoever He leads astray will never find
guidance.

The personality of Jesus (peace be upon him) has
been a subject of disagreement and controversy between
Islam and Christianity. While Christians consider Jesus a
son of God or God, Muslims believe that he is a mere
Prophet of Allah whose mission was to confirm the Torah
revealed before him, call to monotheism and give glad
tidings of the coming of Prophet Muhammad after him. It
was this difference over the personality of Jesus that has
kept the followers of the two religions apart.

It is an article of Muslims’ creed to repose faith in
all Prophets of Allah as well as the Divine Scriptures
revealed to them. Muslims have been commanded to
revere all Prophets with no distinction. In the words of
the Glorious Qur’an,
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“The Messenger believeth in what hath been
revealed to him from his Lord, as do the men
of faith, each one (of them) believeth in
Allah, His angels, His Books, and His
Messengers. “We make no distinction (they
say) between one and another of His
Messengers.”

(Al-Bagarah: 285)

Thus, Muslims hold all Prophets of Aliah in high
esteem and place them on an equal footing. A Muslim
believes in Jesus as he or she believes in Muhammad
(peace be upon both of them). In addition to this, a
Muslim who disbelieves in any of Allah’s Prophets is
deemed a disbeliever, according to the Qur’an and Sunnah
of Prophet Muhammad, and is supposed to be killed in a
state where Islamic law is applied. Even a mere attempt to
impeach or accuse Jesus (peace be upon him) of
committing a sin is regarded as an act of disbelief,
because Muslims believe that all Prophets of Allah are
infallible and not liable to sin.

This is not a lip service, it is the dictate of the
Qur’an and Sunnah. Our love of Jesus (peace be upon
him) knows no bounds, and our feelings towards him run
S0 deep that we give our children the names of Jesus and
Mary.

However, Muslims do believe that Allah Almighty
is far and above having a child or a partner in His
divinity, and therefore they reject any belief that over-
exalts Jesus above what Allah Almighty wants him to be.

The Islamic View of Jesus aims at presenting a true
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picture of Jesus in Islam, and shows how Christians
deviated from his teachings. The book also throws light
on the beliefs that Muslims associate with Jesus, such as
his Virgin Birth, being able to speak in the cradle,
performing miracles, and the descent of Jesus before the
end of the world.

I hope that the book will help our Christian
brothers understand the attitude of Islam towards Jesus,
and show clearly how Muslims respect Jesus and reject all
what undermines his status.

Tamir Abu As-Su” ood



The Birth of Jesus

(peace be upon him)

Ibn Katheer states: He is Jesus, the son of Mary.
He is Allah's bondman and Messenger. In the beginning
of Surah (a chapter of the Qur’an) Ali " Imraan, Allah,
Exalted be He, revealed eighty three verses to refute the
claims of Christians who called Jesus the son of Allah, far
be Allah from all these claims. Ibn Katheer £0es on to say
that a Christian delegation from Najraan came to Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. They
mentioned that they believe in the Trinity and claimed that
Allah is one of three; the Divine Being, Jesus, and Mary.
Then Allah, Exalted be He, revealed the beginning of
Surah Ali-*Imraan pointing out that Jesus is but a servant
of Allah whom He created and fashioned in a womb as
He did with other creatures: He created him without a
human father just as Adam was born without either a
human father or mother. Rather Allah Just said be and he
was. Allah also explains the birth of Jesus' mother, Mary
and how she became pregnant with him, a story which
was elucidated in Surah Maryam.

The Birth of Mary, Peace Be Upon Her:
Allah Almighty says:
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"Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the
family of Abraham, and the family of 'Imran
above all people, Offspring, one of the other:
And Allah hearth and knoweth all things.
Behold! a woman of 'Imran said, " O my
Lord! 1 do dedicate unto Thee what is in my
womb for Thy special service: so accept this
of me: for Thou hearest and knowest all
things.” When she was delivered, she said:
'O my Lord! Behold! I am delivered of a
female child!"-And Allah knew best what she
brought forth- "and is no wise the male like
the female. I have named her Mary, and I
commend her and her offspring to Thy
protection from Evil One, the Rejected.”
Right graciously did her Lord accept her: He
made her grow in purity and beauty: To the
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care of Zakariyyah was she assigned, Every
time that he entered (her) chamber to see
her, he found her supplied with sustenance.
He said,”" O Mary! Where (comes) this to
you?”" She said,” From Allah: For Allah
provides sustenance to whom He pleases,
without measure. "

(Ali " Imraan: 33-37)

Almigh, Allah had chosen Adam, peace be upon
him; He created him Himself, breathed into him of His
spirit, ordered His angles to prostrate themselves before
him, taught him the names of all things, made him dwell
in paradise, and then caused him to come down to earth
for a certain reason which no one knows but Allah. He
also chose Noah (Nooh), peace be upon him, and made
him the first Prophet sent to mankind. He sent him when
people worshipped idols and ascribed many associates
with Allah in His divinity. As Noah tarried a long time
calling his people day and night, openly and secretly, but
his call only caused them to grow more repugnant, he
prayed to Allah so that He might punish them. As a
result, Allah drowned them, save those who followed
Noah, peace be upon him. Likewise, Allah chose the
family of Abraham from whom descended the children of
Ismael and the most honored and the seal of Prophets,
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Allah,
moreover, chose the family of 'Imran, the father of Mary,
the mother of Jesus, peace be upon him. There is no
disagreement over the fact that Mary is a descendant of
David, peace be upon him. Her father Imraan was the
leader of prayer among the Israelites during his time. Her
mother, Hannah bint (daughter of) Faqood, was a devout
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worshipper. Zechariah, according to the majority of
scholars was the Prophet of that time. He was the husband
of Isaiah (Ashiaa“), sister of Mary. Some other scholars
maintain that Zechariah was a husband of Isaiah's
maternal aunt, Allah knows best.

Almighty Allah says:
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"Behold! A woman of 'Imran said, "O my

Lord! I do dedicate unto Thee what is in my

womb for Thy special service: so accept this

of me: for Thou hearest and knowest all
things."

(Ali “Imraan: 35)

Muhammad Ibn Is-haaq and others state: Mary S
mother was barren. One day she saw a bird feeding its
young baby, and consequently, felt eager to beget
children. So she vowed that if she became pregnant, she
would devote her baby to Allah; to be a bondwoman of
the Al-Agsa Mosque (in Jerusalem). She immediately
menstruated, and when she became clean, her husband
had intercourse with her and Mary, peace be upon her
was conceived.

Almighty Allah says: "When she was delivered,
she said: 'O my Lord! Behold! I am delivered of a
female child!"-And Allah knew best what she brought
forth- and is no wise the male like the female.” Ibn
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Katheer explains: From the viewpoint of physical strength
and the service of Al-Agsa Mosque, it was said that
people at that time were in the habit of devoting their
children as servants to Al-Agsa Mosque. The wife of
Imraan said, "I have named her Mary."” Scholars
consider this verse an evidence on the lawfulness of
naming one's baby on the birthday; this is a ruling which
was stipulated in the laws preceding Islam and was
retained by Islamic Shari 'ah. Al-Bukhari mentioned that
a man said to we Prophet," O Messenger of Allah! My
wife has begotten a baby, what name do you order me to
call him?" "Name him Abdur Rahmaan," said the
Prophet. It was also mentioned in the two Sahihs that
Anas Ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, took his
brother upon his birth to the Messenger of Allah, peace
and blessings be upon him, and the Prophet named him
" Abdullaah.

Ibn Katheer states: Ahmad, and At-Tirmidhi and
others narrated on the authority of Samura Ibn Jundub
that the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said,

"Every new-born child should be greeted on the 7th day
after his birth with a welcoming feast, should be given
name and has his/her hair should be shaved."

The wife of Imraan said, "And I commend her
and her offspring to Thy protection Jrom Evil One, the
Rejected.” This means she took refuge in Allah from the
evils of Satan and sought Allah's protection for her child,
Jesus, peace be upon him. Allah then answered her call;
as it is reported on the authority of Abu Hurairah, may
Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet, peace and
blessings be upon him, said,
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"Whenever a child is born, Satan touches it. A child,
therefore, cries loudly at the time of birth because of the
touch of Satan, except Mary and her child." Then Abu
Hurairah said, " Recite, if you wish, Allah's saying," And
I seek refuge in Thee for her and for her offspring from
the outcast Satan."” Allah says,” Right graciously did her
Lord accept her: He made her grow in purity and
beauty: To the care of Zechariah."”

Exegetes of the Qur’an mention that her mother
wrapped her in clothes upon her birth and went to the
mosque and gave her to the worshippers. It is most likely
that she gave her to them after her weaning period. Being
a daughter of their Imam, they vied which of them would
be honored with being her guardian. They drew lots, and
it was decided in Zechariah’s favor. He was the Prophet
at that time. Then Mary was raised under Zechariah's
wing. Allah says in another verse,
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" This is part of the tidings of the things
unseen, which We reveal unto thee (O
Prophet) by inspiration: thou wast not with
them when they cast lots with arrows, as to
which of them should be charged with the
care of Mary: nor wast thou with them when
they disputed (the point).”

(Ali 'Imraan: 44)
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Ibn Katheer mentions: Everyone drew his pen and
a young boy was ordered to choose the lot. Then the boy
selected a pen which was Zechariah's. They asked for
another lot in which they would throw their pens in water
and the pen which would swim against the tide was to be
considered the winner. Upon throwing their pens,
Zechariah's pen swam against the tide, but they asked for
a third lot in which they would throw their pens in the
river and the one which would swim with the tide was to
be regarded as a winner., They did so, and it was decided
in Zechariah's favor. So Zechariah was charged with the
care of Mary.

Zechariah then allocated for her a certain place for
worship and allowed no one to enter that place except
himself. There, Mary used to worship Allah day and
night. She took part in the mosque service. She continued
to do so until she became the exemplar of piety amongst
the Israelites. She was renowned for her unique qualities
and good morals. Whenever Zechariah entered her |
chamber of worship, he found that she had out-of-season
fruit. Allah, in this respect, says: " |
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Every time that he entered (her) chamber to
see her, he found her supplied with
Sustenance, He said,” O Mary! Whence
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(comes) this to you?' She said, 'From Allah:
For Allah provides sustenance to whom He

pleases, without measure,’
(Ali "~ Imraan: 37)

At that time, Zechariah hoped for a son even if he was
gray with years. He said,” O My Lord! Grant unto me
from Thee a progeny that is pure, for Thou art He that
hearth prayer!”

Mary Being Chosen by Allah:

Almighty Allah says:
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" Behold! The angles said, " O Mary! Allah
hath chosen thee and purified thee - chosen
thee above the women of all nations. O
Mary! Worship thy lord devoutly: prostrate
thyself, and bow down (in prayer) with those
who bow down. This is part of the tidings of
the things unseen, which we reveal unto thee
(O Prophet!) by inspiration : thou wast not
with them when they cast lots with arrows, as
to which of them should be charged with the
care of Mary: nor wast thou with them when
they disputed (the point.) Behold! The angel
said: 'O Mary! Allah giveth thee glad tidings
of a word from him: his name will be Christ
Jesus. The son of Mary, held in honor in this
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world and the Hereafter and of (the company
of) those nearest to Allah; he shall speak to
the people in childhood and in maturity and
he shall be (of the company of) of the
righteous.’ She said, ' O my lord! How shall
I have as son when no man hath touched
me?' He said, 'Even so: Allah createth what
he willeth: when He hath decreed a Plan, He
but saith to it "Be" and it is! And Allah will
teach him the Book and Wisdom, the Law
and the Gospel, and (appoint him) a
Messenger to the Children of Israel (with this
message): I have come to you, with a Sign
Jrom your Lord, in that I make for you out of
clay - as it were, the figure a bird, and
breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by
Allah’s leave and I heal those born blind,
and the lepers, and I quicken the dead by
Allah’s leave; and I declare to you what ye
eat, and what ye store in your houses. Surely
therein is a Sign for you if ye did believe. ( 1
have come to you), to attest the Law which
was before me. And to make lawful to you
part of what was (before) forbidden to you; 1
have come to you with a Sign from your
Lord. So fear Allah, and obey me.” It is
Allah who is my Lord and your Lord; then
worship Him. This is a way that is straight.”

(Ali “Imraan: 42-51)
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Ibn Katheer states: Almighty Allah chose Mary
from amongst the women of her time; He made her bear a
child without a human father, and gave her glad tidings
that he would be a Prophet: “held in honor in this world
and the Hereafter and of (the company of) those nearest
fo Allah " meaning he will have a dignified status in
Allah's sight in this world as he received a message from
Allah and in the Hereafter as he will intercede in favor of
those Allah allows him to. "He shall speak to the people
in childhood” i.e., in his infancy. He performed a
miracle when he called people to worship Allah and
ascribe no partner with him. "And in maturity " meaning
when he is adult.

Mary, peace be upon her, was ordered by Allah to
increase worship, prayer, bowing, and prostration to Him
so that she might be qualified for such a bliss, and that
she might be grateful to Allah. The angels said to her, ”
O Mary! Allah hath chosen thee and purified thee -
chosen thee above the women of all nations.” That is to
say Allah selected Mary, cleared her from vices, granted
her lofty morals and made her the best woman of all
nations. It may also mean that she was made superior to
the women of her time, as it was the case with Moses and
the children of Israel. Concerning Moses, Allah, Exalted
be He, says,
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" O Moses! I have chosen thee above other

men"
(Al 'Ar aaf: 144)
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and regarding the children of Israel, He says,
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" And we chose them aforetime above the
nations knowingly. "
(Al-Dukhan: 32)

[t is known that Abraham, peace be upon him, was made
better than Moses, and Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, was made better than both. By the same
token, the Muslim nation has been made better than the
ones preceding it in terms of number, knowledge and
good deeds.

Again the verse may also mean that Mary was
chosen above all women preceding and following her.
Some scholars, like Ibn Hazm, state that Mary was a
Prophetess, since the angels inspired her. They also state
that Sara, the wife of Abraham, peace be upon him, was a
Prophetess. However, the majority of scholars maintain
that Prophethood is a distinctive feature of men and not
women, and that the lofty status of Mary is clarified in
Allah's saying,
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" Christ the son of Mary was no more than a
Messenger; many were the Messengers that
passed away before him. His mother was a
woman of truth.”

(Al Maa'idah: 75)

As a matter of fact, Mary is one of the four perfect
women, the other three being Asiya, the wife of Pharaoh,
Khadeejah, the wife of Prophet Muhammad, and Fatimah,
the daughter of Prophet Muhammad.

Ibn " Abbaas reported that the Prophet, peace and
blessings be upon him, had drawn four lines and said,

‘Do you know what these are?” Thereupon the
Companions of the Prophet said, " Allah and His Prophet
know best.” He answered, " The best women of paradise
shall be Khadeejah bint Khuwailid, Fatimah bint
Muhammad, Maryam (Mary) bint “Imraan, and Asiya bint
Muzahem, the wife of Pharaoh. "

Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari also narrated that the Prophet,
peace and blessings be upon him, said,

"Perfect men are many, whereas perfect women are only
the following: Asiya, the wife of Pharaoh, Mary the
daughter of 'Imr'an, and the superiority of "A'ishah to
other women is like that of meat to other kinds of food."”

The Birth of Jesus (" Eesa), Peace Be upon Him:
Allah the Almighty says:
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