


He depends on n one but eve ry thing 
else, which exists, dep ends on Him; 
neither has He begotten any child nor 
is He Hi mself the chi ld of anyone. 
Th ere is n o on e else that can be sai d 
to be p arallel or equ al to Him. He is 
the first, an d He is the Last. He is the 
ult im ate goal of all that exists in this 
univers e. 

' f 

Say: "He is Allah the One and Only; 
Allahis the Self-Sufficient (independent of 
all, while all are dependent on Him); He 
begets not, nor is He begotten (he has no 
child, nor is He a child of anyo ne); and 

there is none comparable to Him." 
A l-Qur 'an 112:1-4 

Islam rejects characterizing God in 
any human form or depi ctin g Him as 
favoring certain ind ividuals or n ations 
on the basis of wealth, power or race. 

~ .,	 He created all human bein gs as equals . 
They may dist ingu ish th em selves and 
obtain His favor only th rough vi rtue 
and piety. 

The con cept that God res ted on the 
seventh day of creation, that Go d 
wr estl ed with one of His sold iers, 
that God is an envio us plotter aga ins t 
mankind, or that God is incarnate 
in an y human being are consid ered 
blasphemy from the Islamic point of 
view. 

Th e uniqu e belief in the One God 
(Allah) is a reflection of Islam 's 
emph asis on the purity of the belief 
in Go d, which is the essence of the 
message of all His Prophets. Because 
of this, Islam considers ass ociating 
an y deity or pe rsonality with God as 
a deadl y sin, whic h Go d w ill never 
forgive, despite the fact th at He may 
forgive all oth er sins. 

Surely, Allah does not forgive shirk 
(asso ciating any partner with Him); and 
may forgive sins other than that if He so 
pleases. This is because one, who commits 
shirk with Allah, does indeed invent a 
great siniul lie. AI-Qur'an 4:48 

Surely Allah will never forgive the one 
who commits shirk (worships anyone 
other than Him); and may forgive anyone 
else, if He so pleases. One who commits 
shirk has indeed gone far away from the 
Right Way. Al-Qur 'an 4:116 

He (Allah) has power over every thing 

God ha s the power to do whatever 
He wills. He is Ever -Liv ing. He is 
the Giver of life. Th e Love of God for 
Hi s creatu res is immense and beyond 
human ima ginati on . Manki nd canno t 
measure or count the favors of God . 
He creates men and wo me n in the 
best form of cre ation and gives them 
all th e senses and faculties that they 
ne ed for thei r growth. He creates 



th e m ind to understand, the soul and 
conscience to be goo d and righteou s, 
and the feelings and sen time nts to 
be kind and humane. The m ercy of 
God gives m en an d w omen hope 
and peace, cou rage and con fid en ce. It 
ena bles them to remedy their grief and 
sorrows, to overcome their diffi culties 
and obtain success and happiness. 
Indeed, the m ercy of Cod relieves 
the di stressed , che ers the afflicted, 
consoles th e sick, strengthens the 
desperate, an d comforts the need y. 

What is the concept of 
Life in Islam? 
Life is a brilli ant demonstration of 
God's wi sd om and knowledge, and a 
vivid reflecti on of His art and power. 
H e is the Civer and Crea tor of life. 
No thing com es in to existen ce by 
chance. Life is a dear and cherishable 
asset, and n o sens ible or normal 
person would like to lose it by choice. 
Life is give n to mankind by Cod, and 
He is the onl y Rightful Owner to take 
it back. Thi s is why Islam forbids all 
kinds of suic ide an d self-de struc tion, 
and recommends patienc e and good 
faith when a dear soul passes away. 
When a murderer is execu ted in 
p unishment, his life is tak en away by 
the right of God and in accor dance 
with Hi s Law. It is a traged y that the 
secu lar and the religious, the scien tific 
and th e spiritual seem to be in confli ct 
in secu lar societies . Islam puts an end 
to th is con flict and brings harmony in 
all these asp ects of human life. 

When God gives life to m en and 
women, it is no t in va in that He endows 
them wi th unique qualities and great 
abilities. Nor is it in vain that He 
charges them with certain obligations. 

God means to help m an to fulfill the 
purpose of life and realize the goal 
of exis tence. He means to help him 
to learn the creative ar t of living and 
enjoy the good taste of life accord ing 
to Divine gu ida n ce. Life is a trust 
from Cod, and men and women are 
trustees who should handle th is tru st 
with consc ious ness of responsibility 
to Him. 

W e have indeed created mall in the best s tature 

Life may be likened to a journey 
starting from a cer tain point and 
ending at a cer tain destination. It is 
a transi tory sta ge, an introduction 
to the Etern al Life in the Hereafter. 
In this journey, m en an d women are 
travelers and should be conce rned 
with only what is of us e to them in 
the Future Life. In other words, th ey 
should do all th e good the y can and 
make themselves fully prepare d to 
move an y minute to Eternal Life. The y 
should con sider thei r life on earth as 
a chance provided for them to make 
the best of it while they can, because 
when their tim e to leave com es the y 
can never delay it for on e moment. If 
their term exp ires, it will be too lat e to 
do an ything ab out it or ex tend it . The 
best u se of life, therefore, is to live it 
according to th e teachings of Cod an d 
make it a safe passage to the fu ture 
Eternal Life. Islam h as laid down a 



complete system of regulations an d 
principles to show man how to live it, 
what to tak e and what to leave, w hat 
to do and what to shun, and so on. In 
one of hi s comprehensiv e statem en ts 
Prophet Muhammad, pea ce be upon 
him, wi sely ad vised m an to cons ider 
himself a stranger in thi s life or a 
traveler passing through this world. 

Wha t is the concept 
, of Life after Death in .. 

Islam? 
Man's life is not lim ited to the short 
span of earth ly existence. Thi s world 
w ill come to an end some da y, and 
the dead will rise on the Day of 
Judgment to s tand for their fina l 
and fair trial. Everyone will ap pear 
befor e th e Almighty God and face the 
con sequences of their deeds don e in 
thi s life. Thus, life in the Her eafter is 
a con tinua tion of th e earthly life but 
different in nature . 

Our Lord! Give us the good life, both ill this 
world and i ll the Hereafter and save us from 

the torment of the fire. 

Everything we d o in thi s world, every 
in tention we ha ve, every move we 
m ake, every th ought we en ter tain, 
and every word we say, are all coun ted 
and kept in accurate records. On the 
Da y of Judgm ent, the y will be brought 
forth . People with go od records w ill 
be generously rewarded and warmly 
welcomed to the Paradise of God, 

an d th ose with bad records will be 
punish ed and cas t into H ell. Th e real 
na lure o f Paradise or Hell, and the 
exact description of them ar e kn own 
to God only. Th ere are descriptions 
of Paradise and Hell in the Quran. 
In Paradise, said the Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, ther e 
ar e things, which no eye has ever seen, 
no ea r has eve r heard, and no mind 
ha s ever conc eived . 

Belief in Life afte r Death and man's 
accou n tability to God gives a sens e and 
meaning to on e's life and differentiates 
human beings from animals . 

In fact , if there is no life aft er death, the 
very belief in God becomes irrelevant 
because God would be unjust and 
indifferent; ha ving created human 
beings not concerned with cruelty, 
corr u p tion, ag gression an d inju sti ce 
tha t is going on in thi s world. God 
is just. He will punish those who 
are responsible for killing inno cen t 
people, crea tin g corruption in the 
societies , enslaving tho usands' to 
serve their whims. Punishment and 
reward equ al to the evil or no ble deed s 
of p eople are not p ossible in this sh or t 
span of worldly life. Life after death 
will be etern al and it will be possibl e 
to reward or punish the persons to the 
full exten t that the y deserve, th erefore, 
belief in the 'Life after De ath' serv es as 
a reminder against crime, corr u ption, 
immorality, and injusti ce on thi s earth . 

What is the concept of 
Sin in Islam? 
One of the major troublesom e area s of 
human existence is the problem of sin 
or evil in the world. Th e belief that the 
first sin started with Ad am and Eve 
during their life in the Garden of Eden. 



That even t led to their fall an d has ever 
since branded the human race with 
gu ilt, sti gma, and bewilderment. 

Islam takes a uniqu e position on the 
whole issue. The Quran states that 
Adam and Eve were directed by God 
to reside in the Gar de n of Eden and 
enjoy its produce as they pleased, 
assured of bountiful supplies and 
comfort. 

The y were w arned not to appro ach a 
particul ar tree and not to follow the 
footsteps of Sa tan so that they would 
not run into h arm and injustice. 
Satan in trig ue d them to temptation 
and caused them to forget God's 
prohibition, and therefore, to lose thei r 
joyful state. TIley were expelled from 
the Garden and br ou ght down to earth 
to live , die, and be taken out again for 
the final Judgm en t. Ha ving realized 
what they had don e, they felt sha me, 
guilt, and rem orse. TIley prayed for 
God 's forgiveness and were forgi ven. 

The idea of Origina l Sin or hereditary 
criminality has no place in the 
teachings of Islam. Man , according 
to the Qu ran and to the Prophet, is 
born in a n atural state of purity called 
fitrah (nature), which is Islam or 
submission to the w ill an d law of God . 
After that, whatever becomes of man 
is the res ult of ex terna l in fluen ces and 
in tru d ing factors. A person is innocent 
until he grows to an age when he can 
di stinguish Right from Wrong. Th e 
home envi ronmen t is crucial and it 
pl ays a decisive role in the formation 
of human pe rso nality and the 
development of moral character. Thi s 
does not den y the individu al his or her 
freedom of choice nor exempt him or 
her from responsibility, rather it is a 
relief from heavy burden of hereditary 
criminality or instinctual sin. 

According to th e moral scale of Islam , 
it is not a sin to be imperfect or fallib le. 
Thi s is part of human nature as a 
finit e limited creatu re. But it is a sin if 
a person has the ways and means of 
relati ve perfec tion and chooses not to 
see k it. A sin is any act, thought, or will 
that is: 

1. Deli bera te 
2. Defies the un equivocal law of God 
3. Violates th e rig hts of God or th e 

rights of m an 
4. Harm ful to the soul or body 
5. Norm ally avo idable 
6. Commi tted rep eatedly 

These are the components of sin, 
which are not innate or hereditary. 
It is true that men and women h ave 
the potential of sin latent in them , but 
thi s is not beyond their capacity of 
piety and goo dne ss. If they choose to 
actualize the po ten tial of sin, ins tead of 
the potential of goodness, they will be 
add ing a new external element to thei r 
pure nature. For this added ex terna l 
eleme n t man alone is responsible . 

o A llah! 1ask You to provide me a good 
life and let me die 0 /1 the Right Path 

Allah has told the Greatest Truth 
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